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The WSIPP benefit-cost analysis examines, on an apples-to-apples basis, the monetary value of
programs or policies to determine whether the benefits from the program exceed its costs. WSIPP’s
research approach to identifying evidence-based programs and policies has three main steps. First,
we determine “what works” (and what does not work) to improve outcomes using a statistical
technique called meta-analysis. Second, we calculate whether the benefits of a program exceed its
costs. Third, we estimate the risk of investing in a program by testing the sensitivity of our results. For
more detail on our methods, see our technical documentation.

Current estimates replace old estimates. Numbers will change over time as a result of model inputs and monetization methods.
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Electronic monitoring (probation) Dec. 2014 $27,363 $6,691 $20,673 $1,102 $28,465 n/a 94 %
Offender Re-entry Community Safety Program
(dangerously mentally ill offenders) Apr. 2012 $58,499 $19,337 $39,162 ($33,254) $25,245 $1.76 95 %

Therapeutic communities for offenders with co-occuring
disorders Nov. 2014 $27,658 $7,511 $20,148 ($3,665) $23,994 $7.56 100 %

Correctional education (basic or post-secondary) in prison Dec. 2014 $23,346 $6,088 $17,258 ($1,161) $22,185 $20.13 100 %
Day reporting centers Mar. 2015 $24,494 $6,628 $17,866 ($3,863) $20,631 $6.38 92 %
Vocational education in prison Dec. 2014 $21,377 $5,649 $15,727 ($1,619) $19,757 $13.22 100 %
Drug Offender Sentencing Alternative (for drug offenders) Apr. 2012 $21,204 $5,494 $15,710 ($1,576) $19,629 $13.48 99 %
Mental health courts May. 2014 $20,253 $5,541 $14,711 ($3,007) $17,245 $6.75 100 %
Electronic monitoring (parole) Dec. 2014 $15,979 $3,950 $12,030 $1,102 $17,081 n/a 100 %
Outpatient/non-intensive drug treatment (incarceration) Nov. 2014 $15,982 $4,195 $11,788 ($923) $15,060 $17.35 100 %
Inpatient/intensive outpatient drug treatment
(incarceration) Nov. 2014 $16,436 $4,390 $12,046 ($1,575) $14,861 $10.45 100 %

Risk Need & Responsivity supervision (for high and
moderate risk offenders) Dec. 2013 $18,571 $5,311 $13,260 ($4,906) $13,665 $3.79 100 %

Therapeutic communities for chemically dependent
offenders (community) Nov. 2014 $12,489 $3,310 $9,179 ($1,541) $10,948 $8.12 100 %

Cognitive behavioral treatment (for high and moderate risk
offenders) Aug. 2014 $11,201 $2,884 $8,317 ($424) $10,777 $26.47 100 %

Case management: swift & certain/graduated sanctions for
substance abusing offenders Dec. 2012 $15,652 $4,510 $11,142 ($4,897) $10,755 $3.20 96 %

Drug courts Aug. 2014 $14,687 $3,919 $10,768 ($4,870) $9,816 $3.06 100 %
Drug Offender Sentencing Alternative (for property
offenders) Dec. 2012 $11,389 $3,042 $8,347 ($1,576) $9,813 $7.24 70 %

Sex offender treatment in the community Dec. 2013 $10,358 $2,213 $8,145 ($1,630) $8,728 $6.36 85 %
Jail diversion for offenders with mental illness (post-
booking programs) Mar. 2015 $3,354 $94 $3,260 $4,644 $7,998 n/a 63 %

Work release Apr. 2012 $6,831 $1,828 $5,003 ($679) $6,152 $10.08 99 %
Employment training/job assistance in the community Apr. 2012 $6,203 $1,568 $4,635 ($139) $6,064 $44.66 99 %
Therapeutic communities for chemically dependent
offenders (incarceration) Nov. 2014 $10,676 $3,368 $7,308 ($4,933) $5,743 $2.17 96 %

Correctional industries in prison Dec. 2014 $6,953 $1,961 $4,992 ($1,462) $5,491 $4.77 100 %
Intensive supervision (surveillance & treatment) Apr. 2012 $12,769 $4,197 $8,572 ($8,061) $4,707 $1.59 78 %
Sex offender treatment during incarceration Dec. 2013 $9,559 $2,413 $7,146 ($5,122) $4,436 $1.87 78 %
Outpatient/non-intensive drug treatment (community) Nov. 2014 $5,064 $1,368 $3,696 ($838) $4,226 $6.05 91 %
Inpatient/intensive outpatient drug treatment (community) Nov. 2014 $1,416 $481 $935 ($1,032) $384 $1.38 52 %
Case management: not swift and certain for substance
abusing offenders Nov. 2014 $3,052 $1,369 $1,683 ($4,900) ($1,848) $0.62 34 %

Intensive supervision (surveillance only) Apr. 2012 ($3,414) ($324) ($3,090) ($4,239) ($7,653) ($0.81) 7 %

http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/TechnicalDocumentation/WsippBenefitCostTechnicalDocumentation.pdf
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/437/Electronic-monitoring-probation
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/8/Offender-Re-entry-Community-Safety-Program-dangerously-mentally-ill-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/8/Offender-Re-entry-Community-Safety-Program-dangerously-mentally-ill-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/201/Therapeutic-communities-for-offenders-with-co-occuring-disorders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/201/Therapeutic-communities-for-offenders-with-co-occuring-disorders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/9/Correctional-education-basic-or-post-secondary-in-prison
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/502/Day-reporting-centers
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/6/Vocational-education-in-prison
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/46/Drug-Offender-Sentencing-Alternative-for-drug-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/52/Mental-health-courts
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/436/Electronic-monitoring-parole
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/190/Outpatient-non-intensive-drug-treatment-incarceration
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/189/Inpatient-intensive-outpatient-drug-treatment-incarceration
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/189/Inpatient-intensive-outpatient-drug-treatment-incarceration
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/157/Risk-Need-Responsivity-supervision-for-high-and-moderate-risk-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/157/Risk-Need-Responsivity-supervision-for-high-and-moderate-risk-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/192/Therapeutic-communities-for-chemically-dependent-offenders-community
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/192/Therapeutic-communities-for-chemically-dependent-offenders-community
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/10/Cognitive-behavioral-treatment-for-high-and-moderate-risk-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/10/Cognitive-behavioral-treatment-for-high-and-moderate-risk-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/200/Case-management-swift-certain-graduated-sanctions-for-substance-abusing-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/200/Case-management-swift-certain-graduated-sanctions-for-substance-abusing-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/14/Drug-courts
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/121/Drug-Offender-Sentencing-Alternative-for-property-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/121/Drug-Offender-Sentencing-Alternative-for-property-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/113/Sex-offender-treatment-in-the-community
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/500/Jail-diversion-for-offenders-with-mental-illness-post-booking-programs
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/500/Jail-diversion-for-offenders-with-mental-illness-post-booking-programs
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/42/Work-release
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/15/Employment-training-job-assistance-in-the-community
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/187/Therapeutic-communities-for-chemically-dependent-offenders-incarceration
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/187/Therapeutic-communities-for-chemically-dependent-offenders-incarceration
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/11/Correctional-industries-in-prison
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/54/Intensive-supervision-surveillance-treatment
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/112/Sex-offender-treatment-during-incarceration
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/194/Outpatient-non-intensive-drug-treatment-community
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/193/Inpatient-intensive-outpatient-drug-treatment-community
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/202/Case-management-not-swift-and-certain-for-substance-abusing-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/202/Case-management-not-swift-and-certain-for-substance-abusing-offenders
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/53/Intensive-supervision-surveillance-only
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Domestic violence perpetrator treatment (Duluth-based
model) Aug. 2014 ($8,459) ($1,948) ($6,511) ($1,405) ($9,864) ($6.29) 18 %

Prison
For lower risk offenders, decrease prison average daily
population by 250, by lowering length of stay by 3 months Oct. 2013 ($1,258) ($517) ($741) $5,703 $4,445 n/a 98 %

For moderate risk offenders, decrease prison average daily
population by 250, by lowering length of stay by 3 months Oct. 2013 ($5,463) ($1,055) ($4,408) $5,703 $240 n/a 53 %

For high risk offenders, decrease prison average daily
population by 250, by lowering length of stay by 3 months Oct. 2013 ($10,256) ($1,692) ($8,564) $5,702 ($4,554) n/a 18 %

Police (results per-officer)
Deploy one additional police officer with hot spots
strategies Oct. 2013 $645,751 $69,865 $575,885 ($93,684) $552,066 $6.94 100 %

Deploy one additional police officer with statewide average
practices Oct. 2013 $577,533 $62,192 $515,342 ($89,158) $488,375 $6.52 100 %

Other Adult Criminal Justice topics reviewed:

Program name
Date of

last
literature

review
Notes

Domestic violence perpetrator treatment (Non-Duluth
models) Aug. 2014 Click for meta-analytic results

Driving Under the Influence (DUI) court Feb. 2014 Click for meta-analytic results
Housing supports for offenders returning to the
community Apr. 2012 Click for meta-analytic results

Ignition interlock devices for alcohol-related offenses Mar. 2014 Click for meta-analytic results
Parenting programs (during incarceration) Nov. 2014 No rigorous evaluation measuring outcome of interest.
Veteran's courts Nov. 2014 No rigorous evaluation measuring outcome of interest.
Adult boot camps Oct. 2006 See previous WSIPP publication for past findings.
Jail diversion for mentally ill offenders Oct. 2006 See previous WSIPP publication for past findings.
Life skills education programs Oct. 2006 See previous WSIPP publication for past findings.
Restorative justice for lower-risk offenders Oct. 2006 See previous WSIPP publication for past findings.
Sex offender community notification and registration Jun. 2009 See previous WSIPP publication for past findings.

For further information, contact:
(360) 586-2677, institute@wsipp.wa.gov
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Washington State Institute for Public Policy

The Washington State Legislature created the Washington State Insititute for Public Policy in 1983.  A Board of Directors-representing the legislature,
the governor, and public universities-governs WSIPP and guides the development of all activities.  WSIPP's mission is to carry out practical research,
at legislative direction, on issues of importance to Washington State.

http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/86/Domestic-violence-perpetrator-treatment-Duluth-based-model
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/86/Domestic-violence-perpetrator-treatment-Duluth-based-model
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/233/For-lower-risk-offenders-decrease-prison-average-daily-population-by-250-by-lowering-length-of-stay-by-3-months
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/233/For-lower-risk-offenders-decrease-prison-average-daily-population-by-250-by-lowering-length-of-stay-by-3-months
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/257/For-moderate-risk-offenders-decrease-prison-average-daily-population-by-250-by-lowering-length-of-stay-by-3-months
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/257/For-moderate-risk-offenders-decrease-prison-average-daily-population-by-250-by-lowering-length-of-stay-by-3-months
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/255/For-high-risk-offenders-decrease-prison-average-daily-population-by-250-by-lowering-length-of-stay-by-3-months
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/255/For-high-risk-offenders-decrease-prison-average-daily-population-by-250-by-lowering-length-of-stay-by-3-months
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/236/Deploy-one-additional-police-officer-with-hot-spots-strategies
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/236/Deploy-one-additional-police-officer-with-hot-spots-strategies
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/234/Deploy-one-additional-police-officer-with-statewide-average-practices
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/234/Deploy-one-additional-police-officer-with-statewide-average-practices
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/387/Domestic-violence-perpetrator-treatment-Non-Duluth-models
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/278/Driving-Under-the-Influence-DUI-court
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/128/Housing-supports-for-offenders-returning-to-the-community
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/279/Ignition-interlock-devices-for-alcohol-related-offenses
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/06-10-1201.pdf
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/06-10-1201.pdf
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/06-10-1201.pdf
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/06-10-1201.pdf
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/09-06-1101.pdf

