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TRENDS IN U.S. CORRECTIONS 
 

 
STATE AND FEDERAL PRISON POPULATION, 1925-2011         

                            
                             Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics Prisoner Series. 
 

 
FEDERAL & STATE PRISON POPULATION, BY OFFENSE 
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Source: Carson, A. & Sabol, W. (2012). Prisoners in 2011. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN FEDERAL PRISONS FOR DRUG OFFENSES, 1980-2011 
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Sources: Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics Online; Carson, A. & Sabol, W. (2012). Prisoners in 2011. Washington, DC: 
Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

 
 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN PRISONS AND JAILS FOR DRUG OFFENSES, 1980 AND 2011 
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Sources: Carson, A. &  Sabol, W. (2012). Prisoners in 2011. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics; Mauer, M. and King, R. 
(2007). A 25-Year Quagmire: The War on Drugs and its Impact on American Society. Washington, DC: The Sentencing Project. 

1980 = 41,000 drug offenders 
2011 = 498,600 drug offenders 
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POPULATION UNDER CONTROL OF THE U.S. CORRECTIONS SYSTEM, 1980 & 2011 
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*adjusted to account for offenders with multiple correctional statuses 

Source: Glaze, L. E. & Parks, E.(2012). Correctional Population in the United States, 2011. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice 
Statistics; Corrections: Key Facts at a Glance. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics.  

 
INTERNATIONAL RATES OF INCARCERATION, 2011 
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Sources: Carson, A. & Sabol, W. (2012). Prisoners in 2011, Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics;  

Walmsley, R. (2011). World Population List, 9th Ed. Essex: International Centre for Prison Studies.  

1980 total = 1,840,421  
2011 total = 6,977,700* 
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LIFETIME LIKELIHOOD OF IMPRISONMENT 
 

 Men Women 

  1 in 9 Overall 1 in 56 Overall 

Blacks 1 in 3 1 in 18 

Hispanics 1 in 6 1 in 45 

Whites 1 in 17 1 in 111 

Source: Bonczar, T. (2003). Prevalence of Imprisonment in the U.S. 
Population, 1974-2001.Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice  Statistics. 

 
NUMBER OF WOMEN IN FEDERAL AND STATE PRISONS, 1980-2011 
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Source: Carson, A. & Sabol, W. (2012). Prisoners in 2011. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics.   

 
RATE OF INCARCERATION PER 100,000, BY GENDER, RACE, & ETHNICITY 2011 
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Source: Carson, A. & Sabol, W. (2012). Prisoners in 2011. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
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HIGHEST AND LOWEST STATE INCARCERATION RATES (PER 100,000), 2011 
 

Overall (National=492) 

Highest Rate 

Louisiana  865 

Mississippi  690 

Alabama  650 

Texas  632 

Oklahoma  631 

Lowest Rate 

Maine  147 

Minnesota  183 

Rhode Island
b
  196 

New Hampshire  198 

Massachusetts
a
 206 

 
Women (National=66)  Men (National=932) 

Highest Rate  Highest Rate 

Oklahoma 121  Louisiana 1,662 

Idaho 111  Mississippi 1,139 

Kentucky 107  Alabama 1,235 

South Dakota 106  Texas 1,178 

Arizona
c
 100  Oklahoma 1,150 

Lowest Rate  Lowest Rate 

Rhode Island
b
 15  Maine 278 

Massachusetts
a
 17  Minnesota 344 

Maine 21  North Dakota 365 

New York 23  New Hampshire 375 

New Jersey
d
 

24 
 Rhode Island

b
 390 

Minnesota    

a = Includes persons sentenced to one year or more in prison and held in local jails.; b = Prisons and 

jails form one integrated system; c = Prison population is custody count.; d = Includes some 

prisoners sentenced to 1 year or less. 

Source: Carson, A.& Sabol, W. (2012). Prisoners in 2011. Washington, DC: Bureau of 
Justice Statistics. 

 
 

PEOPLE IN STATE AND FEDERAL PRISONS, BY RACE AND ETHNICITY, 2011 
 

Race/Ethnicity Number Percent of All Inmates 

White 516,200 34% 

Black 581,300 38% 

Latino 349,900 23% 

Source: Carson, A. & Sabol, W. (2012). Prisoners in 2011. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice 
Statistics. 
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE SERVING LIFE SENTENCES, 1984-2008 

34,000

140,610

69,845

127,677
132,000

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

160,000

1984 1992 2003 2005 2008

 
Sources: Mauer, M., King, R., & Young, M. (2004). The Meaning of ‘Life’: Long Prison Sentences in Context.  Washington, DC: 
The Sentencing Project. ; Nellis, A. & King, R. (2009). No Exit: The Expanding Use of Life Sentences in America. Washington, 
DC: The Sentencing Project. 

 
 

 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE SERVING LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE SENTENCES, 1992-2008 
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        Sources: Mauer, M., King, R., & Young, M. (2004). The Meaning of ‘Life’: Long Prison Sentences in Context.   
        Washington, DC: The Sentencing Project. ; Nellis, A. & King, R. (2009). No Exit: The Expanding Use of Life  
        Sentences in America. Washington, DC: The Sentencing Project. 
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NUMBER OF JUVENILES HELD IN ADULT PRISONS AND JAILS, 1985 to 2010 
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Sources: Austin, J., Johnson, K. D., & Gregoriou, M. (2000). Juveniles in Adult 
Prisons and Jails: A National Assessment. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice 
Assistance; Bureau of Justice Statistics’ Prison and Jail Inmates at Midyear Series; 
Bureau of Justice Statistics’ Prisoner Series. Strom, K. J. (2000). Profile of State 
Prisoners under Age 18, 1985-1997. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics.  

 

STATE EXPENDITURES ON CORRECTIONS, 1985-2010 
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                        Source: National Association of State Budget Officers (1985-2010). State Expenditure Report  
                            Series. Washington, DC: National Association of State Budget Officers. 

Dec, 2012 


