
State
2013 

imprisonment 
rate

2013 crime 
rate

California 353 3,060

Hawaii 257 3,305

Rhode Island 194 2,699

Colorado 384 2,967

Connecticut 338 2,237

New Jersey 252 2,171

Alaska 364 3,526

South Carolina 447 4,133

Maryland 353 3,137

New York 271 2,219

Massachusetts 192 2,465

Texas 602 3,667

Michigan 441 2,778

Virginia 446 2,262

Wisconsin 370 2,467

North Dakota 211 2,364

Mississippi 692 2,999

Washington 256 3,999

Kentucky 462 2,573

Florida 524 3,576

United States 478 3,099

Nevada 460 3,441

Iowa 279 2,465

Delaware 442 3,557

North Carolina 356 3,470

Vermont 251 2,335

Idaho 466 2,081

Georgia 533 3,712

Montana 357 2,809

Maine 148 2,422

Oklahoma 659 3,715

Ohio 446 3,214

Louisiana 847 4,101

Minnesota 189 2,655

Pennsylvania 391 2,396

Tennessee 438 3,772

New Mexico 321 4,318

Wyoming 395 2,404

Alabama 647 3,782

Indiana 454 3,211

Arizona 586 3,816

Utah 242 3,174

Missouri 521 3,570

Oregon 385 3,428

South Dakota 428 2,231

New Hampshire 215 2,410

Nebraska 263 2,886

Illinois 377 2,655

Kansas 328 3,287

West Virginia 367 2,404

Arkansas 578 4,063
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Most States Cut Imprisonment 
and Crime

An infographic from Jan 2015

Imprisonment rate down 10% in 
Texas, crime rate down 18%

Imprisonment rate up 6% in 
Nebraska, crime rate down 10%

Over the past five years, the majority of states have reduced their imprisonment rates while experiencing less 
crime. The relationship between incarceration and crime is complex, but states continue to show that it is 
possible to reduce both at the same time.

In the 33 states where 
imprisonment rates decreased, 
crime rates fell an average of 13% 

In the 17 states where 
imprisonment rates increased, 
crime rates fell an average of 11%	

Project website: pewtrusts.org/publicsafety

The Pew Charitable Trusts is driven by the power of knowledge to solve today’s most challenging problems. Pew applies a rigorous, analytical 
approach to improve public policy, inform the public, and invigorate civic life.
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Notes: Imprisonment and crime rates are per 100,000 residents. Imprisonment rates count inmates sentenced to more than a year in prison and do not reflect 
total offender populations, which can be significantly higher in states with unified correctional systems that include prisons and jails. The U.S. imprisonment 
rate includes federal prisoners and excludes inmates held in local jails. Ohio, Louisiana, and Minnesota reduced their imprisonment rates by less than 0.5%; 
Pennsylvania and Tennessee increased their imprisonment rates by less than 0.5%. Crime rates reflect Part I offenses as defined by the FBI’s Uniform Crime 
Report and combine violent and property crimes; 2013 violent crime rates use revised (not legacy) definition of rape. (See http://www.ucrdatatool.gov/
offenses.cfm for more information.)

Crime Decline Is Greater in States That Cut  
Imprisonment

Comparing Two States

Sources: Bureau of Justice Statistics (imprisonment rates), FBI (crime rates)	
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